
The Discovery of ‘R’ for Robert 
In 1976 Martin Klein and Charles Finkelstein of Klein 
Associates, New Hampshire, USA used a Klein Side 
Scan Sonar for a scientific survey of Loch Ness, in 
collaboration with the Academy of Applied Science led 
by Robert Rines. They noticed what looked like a twin-
engine aircraft on the sonar traces. After consulting 
locals in Drumnadrochit they speculated that the 
aircraft was a PBY-Catalina. 

In 1978 Klein returned with colleagues Garry Kozak and 
Tom Cummings. They made an improved image (shown 
here), and Cummings noted that “It looks like a 
Wellington bomber.” The team gave the image and 
location to Robin Holmes of Heriot-Watt University in 
Edinburgh who determined that the target was, indeed, 
a Wellington bomber. 
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